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football at Mount St. Michael's High School in
the Bronx. The son of a famed boxing referee
Arthur Donovan, Sr., who supervised many of
professional boxing’s Joe Louis’s matches,
Donovan postponed completing his education
and served as an aircraft gunner on the USS
San Jacinto during World War I, participating
in actions in the Pacific Theater.

Art joined professional football as a rookie
defensive tackle in 1950 for the Baltimore
Colts at the age of 26. The early Colts fran-
chise folded after one season, and Art joined
the New York Yanks in 1951, played for the
Dallas Texans in 1952 and finally joined the
next Colts franchise in 1953. Art became a
hugely popular player and was considered one
of the best defensive tackles in league history.
He was an All-NFL selection five times and
played in five Pro Bowls and the world cham-
pionship for two years. The first Colts player
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame,
Donovan played 12 seasons in the National
Football League.

Donovan’s Baltimore Colts jersey No. 70
was retired by the team in 1962 and he was
elected to the Football Hall of Fame in 1968.
Donovan is presently the owner of the Valley
Country Club in Baltimore, where my parents
were original members. Since 1955, the club
has been owned and managed by Art Dono-
van, his wife, Dorothy, and his family. In 1987,
he published his memoir, titled Fatso, and has
been a frequent and popular guest on talk
shows such as the David Letterman Show.

Art has been a friend to me and the entire
Ruppersberger family for many years. After
Baltimore Colts football games, | enjoyed
going to Valley Country Club and talking foot-
ball with Art and other Colts players. He would
delight us with stories of the Baltimore Colts’
championship teams of 1958 and 1959 which
featured Hall of Fame defensive end Gino
Marchetti, Don Joyce, “Big Daddy” Lipscomb,
and Donovan. His sharp wit, contagious laugh-
ter, and wonderful stories made all of us his
friends. | was amazed at how many Salami
sandwiches and kosher hot dogs he could eat
in one setting and wash it down with a Schlitz
beer. Art played football with his friend George
Young, who was my football coach at City
College in Baltimore and later went on to be-
come general manager of the New York Gi-
ants.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Arthur Donovan, Jr. It has been
a great honor for me to call Art my friend. He
is a true American sports hero in Maryland,
the United States of America, and around the
world.

——————
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Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Honorable Joseph H.
Rodriguez for winning the 2007 Judge John F.
Gerry Award. The Camden County Bar Asso-
ciation marks Judge Gerry’s life for his out-
standing humanitarian spirit and integrity, in
which Mr. Rodriguez greatly exemplifies.

The Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez is a
Senior Judge of the United States District
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Court for the District of New Jersey. He is cur-
rently a member of the board of trustees for
LaSalle University. In addition, he has been a
lecturer for the past 37 years for the Profes-
sional Trial Lawyers Seminar. He has been
distinguished in an impressive amount of hon-
orary doctor of law degrees from St. Peter’s
College, 1972; Rutgers University, 1974;
Seton Hall University, 1974; Montclair State
College, 1985; and Kean College, 1985. Fur-
thermore, for “Distinguished Service in the
Cause of Justice,” Judge Rodriguez received
the Trial Bar Award in 1981 from the Trial At-
torneys of New Jersey. In 1985, he accepted
the Karen Ann Quinlan Center of Hope Award,
“Friend of Hospice.” His Honor was named
“Man of the Year” in 1992 from the National
Hispanic Bar Association. The Camden Coun-
ty Bar Association has previously bestowed
another award upon him, the “Peter J. Devine
Award” in 1992. Judge Rodriguez was also
the recipient of the “Spirit of Edison” Award in
1997 from Thomas Edison State College. The
“Medal of Honor Award” was awarded to him
in 1999 from the New Jersey State Bar Foun-
dation. That same year, the Association of
Federal Bar of State of New Jersey awarded
this astounding individual the “William J. Bren-
nan Jr. Award.” Recently, in 2001, Judge
Rodriguez was named Knight by Order of St.
Gregory the Great in receiving the “St. Thom-
as More Society Award.”

Madam Speaker, | commend the Honorable
Joseph H. Rodriguez. His dedication and self-
less public service to the first district of New
Jersey is greatly treasured and respected. |
want to sincerely thank Mr. Rodriguez and
wish Judge Rodriguez the best in all his future
endeavors.

————
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Rev. Dr. Jane Adams Spahr, a
Presbyterian minister committed to justice for
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community. A self-described lesbian and femi-
nist, Janie is retiring after 33 years.

Born in Pittsburgh, PA, with her twin sister
Joanie to Chet and Susanna Adams, Janie
was ordained a Presbyterian minister in De-
cember 1974, to the Hazelwood Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh. From 1975 to 1979 she
served as assistant pastor of First Pres-
byterian in San Rafael, CA, and in 1979-1980
was the executive director of Oakland Council
of Presbyterian Churches where she was en-
couraged to resign after coming out as a les-
bian.

Janie began her “out” liberation work with
and for LGBT people as the minister of pas-
toral care in the Castro area of Metropolitan
Community Church in San Francisco from
1980 to 1982. In 1982, this “lesbyterian”
founded the Ministry of Light, which later be-
came the Spectrum Center for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender Concerns. She
served for 10 years as the executive director
of Spectrum.

In 1991, Rev. Spahr was called to serve as
a copastor at the Downtown United Pres-
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byterian Church in Rochester, NY, marking the
first time a Presbyterian Church had chosen
an “out” pastor. The call, however, was chal-
lenged, and the Judicial Commission of the
Presbyterian Church refused to allow Rev.
Spahr to assume the coposition. In response
to the ruling Janie was hired by the Downtown
United Presbyterian Church and the West-
minster Presbyterian Church in Tiburon, CA,
who formed the “That All May Freely Serve”
project. She was employed to work within the
denomination to end discrimination and in-
crease inclusiveness for all people.

In 2006, Rev. Spahr made national head-
lines when the Commission of the Presbytery
of the Redwoods ruled she acted within her
“right of conscience” as a Christian when she
performed commitment ceremonies for two
lesbian couples. The Presbyterian Church’s
highest court ruled in 2000 that ministers
could “bless” same-sex unions but not preside
over them or call them marriages. Janie chal-
lenged the church’s constitution and won a
victory for justice and inclusion, but the battle
is not yet over as the Prosecuting Committee
has filed an appeal.

During her undergraduate years at Penn
State, Jane met Jim Spahr whom she later
married and had two sons, Jim and Chet. Jim
now fondly refers to Janie as his ‘“wife
emerita” and the “sister-in-love” of Jackie
Spahr, Jim’s partner, and Bill Fenton, her sis-
ter Joanie’s partner.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor
Rev. Dr. Jane Adams Spahr whose coura-
geous passion for justice and inclusion for
LGBT people has left a legacy that is paving
the way to a better future. Rev. Spahr has
touched so many lives as a minister, and
though she is retiring she will remain a mentor
and role model to all.

———
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Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in commemoration of the life of Dr.
James Ross of Houlton, ME.

As a distinguished senior member of Family
Health International, FHI, Dr. Ross made sub-
stantial contributions toward the global fight
against HIV and AIDS.

During his time at FHI, Dr. Ross became a
mentor to many, and a benefactor to many
more.

Before becoming FHI's senior director of
Global Operations for the Asia-Pacific Region,
Dr. Ross had served as a country program di-
rector for nations in both Africa and Asia.

My sincere condolences go to his wife,
Cheryl, his son, Benjamin James, and all of
those who have also been personally touched
by Dr. Ross’s life and work.

While he is no longer with us, his memory
and his contributions live on. It is with the ut-
most gratitude that | salute Dr. Ross.

The citizens of the State of Maine, the
United States of America and individuals
across the globe are extremely fortunate to
have had such a wonderful friend and advo-
cate.
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